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Iraq: Finding a Victory 

by Gene C. Kamena 

 When the President announced the end to combat operations in Iraq; Operation Iraqi 

Freedom ended, but is our mission in Iraq finished? As one of over a million veterans who 

served and fought in Iraq, I cannot help but ask, "Did we win and was this effort worthwhile?" 

Were the seven and half years of American commitment worth the cost in terms of lives, national 

treasure, and disruption to families? Today, it feels like a hollow victory; fifty thousand fellow 

Americans are still in Iraq, the Iraqi government is in turmoil, and violence is on the rise. In this 

war where nothing was as it appeared, the enemy at night acted as your friend during the day, 

and liberators were often painted bad as people in the international media. Alas, it may be fitting 

to have an inconclusive end to our involvement in Iraq.  

 I believe we discovered new and confirmed some old things about ourselves that must not 

be lost in the lack of media coverage and situational politics.  First, when committed to a cause, 

America will bear any burden.  The more than four thousand war dead are a testament to our 

resolve; we are still a nation willing to send its young men and women into harm's way for what 

we believe. These brave people were all volunteers; they knew the risk and they willingly 

accepted it; they accepted it for their own country and also for the people of Iraq. Secondly, 

Americans have the capacity to do both good and bad. The self-sacrifice on the battlefield and 

the uncommon courage that was so common says America's young people have values; bravery, 

honesty, and friendship to people in need. These values are the watchwords of the generation that 

served in Iraq. Abu Ghraib and Haditha made us search our soul as a nation; the acts of a few 

tarnished the greatness and sacrifice of the many. Lastly, we confirmed that with great power 

comes great responsibility and burden. Only the United States had the military might, endurance 

and leadership to enter Iraq, take out a ruthless dictator, and fight an elusive enemy for seven 

years. Only the United States could give the people of Iraq a chance for a better future. You can 

argue about the wisdom of entering into this fight, but you can never argue what our young 

people on the ground accomplished and the sacrifice each one made. 

 As far as victories are concerned, each of us may have to find our own. I find mine in the 

faces of the young Iraqis willing to fight for their future. I find victory in the brave Soldiers I 

served with, many gave everything for the sake of others. I find victory in knowing Iraqis have 

the same capacity we do for both good and bad. The story in Iraq is not complete, and in many 

ways it is only beginning. I don't know how the Iraq story will end, but I am concerned America 

has given people of Iraq many great gifts - among them the gifts of freedom and opportunity. I 

pray they put these gifts to good use, as they owe this to the Americans that sacrificed their time, 

energy, and in some cases their lives to help a country that had endured a brutal and self-serving 

government. Regardless, of how this story ends, America and the young Americans that served 

in Iraq should take pride in knowing we gave another people a chance for a better life. 
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