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Editor's Corner 

Welcome to the first edition of Small Wars 
Journal’s monthly electronic newsletter - 
we hope you find it both useful and inter-
esting. Have something you think our com-
community of interest and practice should 
know about?  Please send it along to com-
ment@smallwarjournal.com.—SWJ

SWJ News 

Journal. SWJ continues to receive 
quality article submissions from stu-
dents and practitioners of Small Wars 
and related issues. Many thanks to all 
our talented authors. 

Small Wars Journal, Vol. 7, No. 3 was 
published on 5 April and featured new 
(as of 31 Mar) articles as well as select 
reprints and an index of all articles from 
March.  Click here for the full issue, or 
directly on these titles for single articles. 

 Countering Extremism in Yemen: 
Beyond Interagency Cooperation by 
Kaz Kotlow 

 Shaping Coalition Forces’ Strategic 
Narrative in Support of Village Sta-
bility Operations by  Scott Mann 

 The Fallacy of COIN: One Officer’s 
Frustration by Scott Dempsey 

 Building Relationships and Influ-
ence in Counterinsurgency: One Of-
ficer's Perspective by Eric von Tersh 

 Libya’s Rebel Leaders and Western 
Assistance by Jamsheed K. Choksy 
and Carol E. B. Choksy  

 Book Review: How the Weak Win 
Wars: A Theory of Asymmetric Con-
flict by Timothy Richardson 

 

 

Vol. 7, No. 4 was published last night (as 
this newsletter was being finalized) and 
will be found here. 

A recap (with links) of single published 
articles over the last month follows: 

Simply a Nirvana Fallacy (4 April) by 
Metin Turcan.  Author suggests that the 
tribal and rural characteristics of Afgha-
nistan precede the Islamic identity of 
Afghanistan, and therefore, the current 
debacle of international community in 
rural Afghanistan does not conform to 
established frames or assumptions in 
the literature. 

Shaping a Culture of Privacy in the 
DoD (5 April) by Michael E. Reheuser. A 
response to a 6 December SWJ article 

In This Issue 
 

SWJ News..................................................1 
 

Doctrine Man @ SWJ………….………….….….2 
 

Starbuck & Zenpundit Recommend…….….9 
 

Professional Reading…..……......................11 
 

SWJ Interviews…...……………………………...15 
 

Book Reviews.…….……………………….………16 
 

Upcoming Events…………………….……..…...20 
 

Small Wars Journal is published by Small 
Wars Foundation, a 501(c)(3) non-profit. 

 
Donations are tax deductible and greatly appreciated! 

Follow SWJ: 

 
Facebook  –  Twitter  –  RSS  -  Kindle 

mailto:comment@smallwarjournal.com
mailto:comment@smallwarjournal.com
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/small-wars-journal-vol-7-no-3/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/journal/iss/v7n3.pdf
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/countering-extremism-in-yemen/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/countering-extremism-in-yemen/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/shaping-coalition-forces-strat/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/shaping-coalition-forces-strat/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/shaping-coalition-forces-strat/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/the-fallacy-of-coin-one-office/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/the-fallacy-of-coin-one-office/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/building-relationships-and-inf/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/building-relationships-and-inf/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/building-relationships-and-inf/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/libyas-rebel-leaders-and-weste/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/libyas-rebel-leaders-and-weste/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/book-review-how-the-weak-win-w/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/book-review-how-the-weak-win-w/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/03/book-review-how-the-weak-win-w/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/journal/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/simply-a-nirvana-fallacy/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/shaping-a-culture-of-privacy-i/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/shaping-a-culture-of-privacy-i/
http://smallwars.org/
http://smallwars.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SmallWarsJournal
http://twitter.com/smallwars
http://smallwarsjournal.com/site/feeds/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0037KMJMW?ie=UTF8&tag=smallwarsjour-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B0037KMJMW
https://www.paypal.com/en_US/i/btn/btn_donateCC_LG.gif
http://www.facebook.com/SmallWarsJournal
http://twitter.com/smallwars
http://smallwarsjournal.com/site/feeds/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0037KMJMW?ie=UTF8&tag=smallwarsjour-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B0037KMJMW


NO. 1 – 1 MAY 2011 SWJ NEWSLETTER 

2 smallwarsjournal.com 

entitled The Military’s Cultural Disre-
gard for Personal Information concern-
ing the DoD overreliance on Social Secu-
rity Numbers as a common identifier 

and the risks which its pervasiveness 
present to military personnel both at 
home and deployed across the globe. 

 

 

 

 
 

Look for Doctrine Man Adventures created exclusively for SWJ in each issue of the 
newsletter. 

 
Follow Doctrine Man on Facebook. 
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Advanced Counterinsurgency 

and Stability Operations Training 
Dr. David Kilcullen 

12 – 13 May 2011 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Tysons Corner, VA 

 
 

To Design or Not to Design (Part Four) 
(5 April) by Ben Zweibelson. Major 
Zweibelson continues his series (part 4 
of 6) on Design doctrine and suggests 
that U.S. Army design doctrine suffers 
an identity crisis in which holistic ap-
proaches to complex systems struggles 
with an institutional preference for tac-
ticizing all levels of war. 

Defense in an Age of Austerity: 2022 (6 
April) by Neoptolemus, a retired infan-
try officer, currently a senior defense 
official in the Pentagon. Article is a fic-
tionalized speech is delivered by a future 
Secretary of Defense in 2022. It dis-
cusses the implementation of the results 
of the Preserving America‘s Economic 
Security Commission. 

Attacks on Journalists and “New Me-
dia” in Mexico’s Drug War: A Power 
and Counter Power Assessment (9 
April) by John P. Sullivan. Lieutenant 
Sullivan of the Los Angeles Sheriff‘s De-
partment examines the impact of attacks 
on journalists on media reportage within 
Mexico‘s drug wars, known as ―la Inse-

guridad‖ in Mexico. It examines two 
concepts in communication theory 
(agenda-setting theory and ―mind fram-
ing‖ for power and counter-power) to 
frame the impact of drug cartel informa-
tion operations (info ops). 

The Pacification of Zaganiyah (Part 
One): Fighting for Intelligence to Over-
come the Information Gap (6 April) by 
James Michael Few. Major Few dis-
cusses perfecting the proper mixture of 
gentle influence and violent coercion re-
quired by an external intervention force 
conducting counterinsurgency. His es-
say describes how one Army reconnais-
sance unit approached this issue in a 
small village perched in a rural, hostile 
valley. 

Tell Me How to Do This Thing Called 
Design! (8 April) by Grant Martin. Ma-
jor Martin discusses how he, and many 
others, believes there is too much theory 
and not enough practical application as-
sociated with ―Design‖. His article is 
sympathetic towards those who desire 
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less background theory and more opera-
tional ―how to‖ instructions. 

Civil Affairs as a General Purpose 
Force: An Opportunity (10 April) by 
Phil W. Reynolds. Major Reynolds 
maintains that CA doctrine has not kept 
pace with the execution of CMO by ma-
neuver forces and this is creating a dan-
gerous seam. CA is supposed to provide 
the commander with expertise in the ex-
ecution of tasks that deal with the civil 
component of the battlefield. Stability 
Operations, Security Assistance and 
Non-Lethal Targeting all are areas which 
need to be addressed because of their 
strong civil component. With publica-
tions like FM 3-07 and FM 3-0 outstrip-
ping CA doctrine, the framework of op-
erational themes and missions to CA 
missions is broken. 

The Statistical Irrelevance of American 
SIGACT Data: Iraq Surge Analysis Re-
veals Reality (12 April) by Joshua Thiel. 
Major Thiel writes that maneuver war-
fare at its core is a mechanistic endeavor 
and fits with a corresponding necessity 
of top-down hierarchies. Conversely, 
counterinsurgency is a more ambiguous 
environment that varies in its complexi-
ty and context; it is the chess match of 
war. It is different in every locale and 
can cover the entire spectrum of war si-
multaneously. Consequently, counterin-
surgency is difficult to put on a bumper 
sticker, to trademark as a catch phrase, 
or sell to a population and their repre-
sentatives. 
 

Stuxnet: Cyberwar Revolution in Mili-
tary Affairs (14 April) by Paulo Shaka-
rian.  Captain Shakarian argues that that 
the malicious software Stuxnet 
represents a revolution in military af-
fairs (RMA) in the virtual realm – that it 
fundamentally changes the nature of cy-
ber warfare. 

To Design or Not to Design (Part Five) 
(14 April) by Ben Zweibelson.  Major 
Zweibelson continues his discussion 
concerning design. He begins by writing 
that the invention of writing made stan-
dardization and conceptual control of 
information both possible and necessary 
as human civilizations passed expe-
riences and values from one generation 
to the next. ―Writing makes possible the 
codification and systemization of asser-
tion, and hence the birth of doctrine.‖ 
Doctrine originally fused religious ritual 
with the exclusivity and power of litera-
cy. The educated minority subsequently 
created effective models for controlling 
human action, and through both access 
and knowledge of codified information, 
limit how the majority could deviate 
from them. 
 

Warlord’s Writing Tips (16 April) by 
John M. Collins. This short writing 
guide appeared as part of a larger ar-
ticle, Sharp pens sharpen swords: writ-
ing for professional publications, in the 
May-June 2006 issue of Military Re-
view. It is republished by SWJ with the 
author‘s kind permission. 
 

Iraq: The Whole Thing Was Much 
Harder Than It Needed To Be (19 April) 
by Robert Tollast. Three former diplo-
mats who served in Iraq during three 
phases of the conflict share their 
thoughts on the security, economic and 
political issues of their time in country. 
While Iraq faces many tests in the 
months and years ahead, especially fol-
lowing the departure of U.S. forces at 
the end of this year, it now stands as the 
Arab world‘s first experiment in liberal 
democracy with a genuine chance of 
success. 
 
 
 

http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/civil-affairs-as-a-general-pur/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/civil-affairs-as-a-general-pur/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/the-statistical-irrelevance-of/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/the-statistical-irrelevance-of/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/the-statistical-irrelevance-of/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/stuxnet-cyberwar-revolution-in/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/stuxnet-cyberwar-revolution-in/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/to-design-or-not-design-part-2/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/warlords-writing-tips/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/iraq-the-whole-thing-was-much/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/iraq-the-whole-thing-was-much/


NO. 1 – 1 MAY 2011 SWJ NEWSLETTER 
 

smallwarsjournal.com 5 

The Case for Joint Professional Security 
Education for the Afghan National Se-
curity Forces (20 April) by Warren K. 
Vaneman. Captain (USN) Vaneman 
writes that during the 25 years since the 
enactment of the Goldwater-Nichols Act, 
the U.S. Military has embraced the re-
forms that paved the way to develop 
joint warfare capabilities. One of the 
main tenets credited with the advance-
ment of joint collaboration was the de-
velopment of service specific officers in-
to joint officers through Joint Profes-
sional Military Education (JPME). 
Today, the NATO Training Mission-
Afghanistan (NTM-A)/Combined Secu-
rity Transition Command- Afghanistan 
(CSTC-A) is working to convey the les-
sons learned by the U.S. Military, during 
the last quarter of a century, to the Afg-
han National Security Forces (ANSF) be 
establishing Joint Professional Security 
Education (JPSE). However, will JPSE 
work in Afghanistan? 
 

Sandals and Robes to Business Suits 
and Gulf Streams: Warfare in the 21st 
Century (20 April) by Michael T. Flynn. 
Major General Flynn writes that used to 
be a bi-polar structure, state on state. 
Our defense establishment was more 
concerned with templating our enemies 
in a force-on-force engagement that was 
grounded in understood ―rules of war.‖ 
The battlefield was linear and struc-
tured, with clearly defined battle lines. 
We could isolate, contain, outflank, and 
attack our enemies well into the depths 
of the rear of their formations. Our 
enemies had tangible and recognizable 
infrastructures that, when attacked, 
could shut down their telecommunica-
tions networks and transportation sys-
tems. We were able to counter their 
numbers. There were parallel technolo-
gies, and in most cases numerical capa-
bilities that we could quantitatively 

overcome. There were observable indi-
cations and warnings that enabled our 
high-tech intelligence system the advan-
tage to provide the necessary early 
warning to detect movement of our 
enemy‘s formations. Those were the 
days. 
 

War by Any Other Name Is War (27 
April) by Jason Whiteley. The author 
argues that in Starship Troopers, Robert 
Heinlein wrote that, ―War is controlled 
violence, for a purpose.‖ After the recent 
military intervention in Libya there has 
been a rush in some circles to distin-
guish the purpose of this most recent 
episode of ‗controlled violence‘ from 
those military offensives launched by 
the United States against Iraq and Afg-
hanistan in 2003 and 2001, respectively. 
Analysts aplenty have published obser-
vations on the normative use of military 
force and even provided frameworks for 
analyzing the latter half of Heinlein‘s 
quotation. However, to better inform 
ourselves on the context of the question 
of whether or not to initiate ‗controlled 
violence,‘ we, as citizens, must also be 
certain that we have a common under-
standing of what is meant by war.  

Small Wars Journal is published by 
Small Wars Foundation, a 501(c)(3) non-

profit. 

 

Donations are tax deductible and greatly 
appreciated! 

Beyond the Basics: Looking Beyond the 
Conventional Wisdom Surrounding the 
IDF Campaigns against Hizbullah and 
Hamas (28 April) by Lazar Berman. The 
author writes that the United States mil-
itary devotes great resources and atten-
tion to understanding the Israeli cam-
paigns against Hizbullah (2006) and 
Hamas (2008-9). The Pentagon has sent 
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at least twelve teams to interview Israeli 
officers who fought in the 2006 Second 
Lebanon War. The conventional wis-
dom, especially in the US military, is 
that the IDF erred in several key areas 
during the Second Lebanon War. The 
IDF ceased training for high-intensity 
warfare. Perhaps more damagingly, the 
wisdom holds, the IDF adopted a new 
doctrine based on Effects-Based Opera-
tions (EBO), a doctrine that led IDF 
generals to abandon ground maneuver, 
and to believe they could defeat Hizbul-
lah from the air. After the war, according 
to this approach, the IDF simply re-
turned to previous understandings and 
doctrine, as shown in Operation Cast 
Lead in 2008/9. 
 
A Primer for Generating Force Inte-
grated Strategy to Campaign Plan De-
velopment (29 April) by Rob Thornton. 
This paper is designed to assist organi-
zations responsible for strategic plan-
ning in understanding how a process 
can be used to develop a business strate-
gy and how it can be used to operatio-
nalize that strategy into FY (Fiscal Year) 
campaign plans within the Generating 
Force. The paper does not seek to dis-
tinguish who has authority to make a 
strategy with respect to establishing an 
overarching course that guides actions, 
rather it seeks to assist those charged 
with strategic planning in distinguishing 
why the Generating Force may require 
specific processes based on the nature of 
its roles, responsibilities and the con-
straints, limitations and conditions that 
affect it. 
 

 

Contact SWJ at 

adver-
tise@smallwarsjourn

al.com 

 

SWJ Challenge Coins. 

 

 

Coming this week as part of our 2011 
fundraising campaign – the Small Wars 
Journal challenge coin. The front image 
is called Tracking Bin Laden and was 
painted by U.S. Army Center of Military 
History, Museum Division's staff artist 
Sergeant First Class Elzie Ray Golden, 
US Army. The image on the back of the 
coin is called After the Battle and was 
painted by Michael R. Crook in Tan 
Hep, Vietnam, 1967. Both paintings are 
part of the U.S. Army art collection.  Be 
looking for details on how to snag one 
very soon at Small Wars Journal. 
 

Blog. Don‘t forget to catch 
SWJ Managing Editor Robert 
Haddick‘s weekly op-ed, This 
Week at War on Friday even-

ings at Foreign Policy and SWJ Blog. 

Here are April‘s THAWs: 

 Don't Arm the Rebels, Train 
Them (1 April). Topics include 
Libya's rebels need boot camp, 
not more weapons and a new 
bomber is cheaper than Toma-
hawks -- if you do enough bomb-
ing. 

 Waiting for the Intermission (8 
April). Topics include how to play 
the stalemate in Libya and Afg-
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han skeptics prepare to take over 
in Washington. 

 What if the Surge Didn’t Work? 
(15 April). Topics include do 
troop surges really work and 
NATO looks for a new strategy in 
Libya. 

 Billions for Libya? (22 April). 
Topics include the cost of getting 
serious in Libya and Mexico‘s 
drug cartels try to control the 
message -- and spark a media in-
surgency. 

 Company Men (29 April). Topics 
include the long-anticipated yet 
sweeping reorganization of the 
national security team and where 
Panetta stands on grand strategy. 

SWJ Blog staples include the daily news 
and opinion roundup as well as standa-
lone links to professional journal, pro-
fessional military education, and think 
tank articles, studies and papers of im-
portance to our community of interest 
and practice, SWJ staff op-eds, and in-
formation concerning Small Wars-
related conferences, seminars and web-
casts. 

 

 

 
 
Council. Join other members of the 
Small Wars Council in conversations on 
topics of interest to our community of 
interest and practice. Register here to 
access all the forums and conversation 
threads, and to establish your own pro-
file. Below are just a few of the current 
conversations you can join. 
 
And Libya Goes On... "The US will 
certainly be a spent force, and soon, if it 
doesn't reduce the number and scale of 

its interventions abroad. There's no 
quicker way to become a spent force 
than to spend your force on fights you 
don't need to be in and staying in fights 
long after you need to be there. The US 
has done way too much of that recently, 
and paid a high price. Many Americans 
would argue that any involvement in 
Libya was too much, and from a purely 
pragmatic standpoint they have excel-
lent arguments, but keeping the in-
volvement limited and stepping back to 
a supporting role as soon as possible are 
steps in the right direction. A lot more 
great powers and empires have fallen 
from overreach and overextension 
abroad than from failure to assert them-
selves abroad..." 
 

(Response) "Wrong again. The US prob-
lem has been that it continues to apply 
the brute force with ignorance approach 
to such interventions. Direct involve-
ment in Afghanistan should have termi-
nated when the Taliban government 
folded. The Libyan involvement seems 
to have been passed to NATO. Even the 
$500m worth of missiles was overkill 
and probably largely wasted. So the ap-
proach to Libya is better in that they 
looked for a short sharp intervention to 
achieve that mission but the implemen-
tation was woeful (probably because of 
micro management by politicians). But 
essentially you are correct in that until 
the US learns how to intervene in a short 
sharp (probably very violent) manner to 
achieve the aim it is better they just stay 
out of these conflicts as they would tend 
to do more harm than good. Sadly often 
good intentions are spoilt by poor execu-
tion. The US military must take some 
responsibility for this." 

More Piracy Near Somalia ―For a 
while, yeah. But piracy is going to be an 
issue on some timeline no matter what. 
We can beat it down now and see a re-

Check Out the Small Wars Council 
Discuss – Debate – Post a RFI 
SWJ’s Discussion Board and 

Kitakidogo Social Club 
Over 5,300 Members and Growing 
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surgence in a year or two or five, or we 
can work to contain it and also work to 
remove the root cause. It seems unlikely 
that we can do both, or I might advocate 
that. Because the money is not the only 
thing sustaining this activity. If it were 
just money, then we'd see people from 
every corner of the globe, first world cer-
tainly included, engaging in this sort of 
piracy. I don't know about you, but my 
projects don't net hundreds of thou-
sands to millions of dollars each. I know 
a lot of other people who don't see that 
kind of money, either.‖ 

(Response) ―Money is half of what sus-
tains piracy. The other half is the ab-
sence of adverse consequences. People 
in most corners of the globe don't en-
gage in piracy because they wouldn't end 
up rich, they'd end up in jail, or dead. 
People don't want to be in jail or dead, 
so they don't hold ships for ransom. 
Take away the adverse consequences, 
keep the profitability in place, and 
people hold ships for ransom. If you 
want to remove the root causes, focus on 
the root causes: high profitability and 
few or no consequences. Reduce the 
profitability and/or impose conse-
quences, piracy ceases to be attractive. If 
the "root causes" were poverty, overfish-
ing, and waste dumping, you'd see a lot 
more piracy around the world, because 
none of those are unique to Somalia. 
You don't see them in many other places 
because people in those places are afraid 
of the consequences. What is unique to 
Somalia is the complete absence of go-
vernance capable of imposing conse-
quences in a place with easy, direct 
access to busy sea lanes. Of course if we 
could establish stable effective gover-
nance in Somalia that would end piracy, 
but we can't... so what's the point in dis-
cussing it?‖ 

The Roles and Weapons with the 
Squad ―In regards to the SA-80, all I've 
ever heard from Brit soldiers is com-
plaints. I was sharing a range with some 
Brits in AF a couple of months ago and 
they were ogling over my M4. They 
mentioned they were supposed to be 
transitioning to the M4 sometime in the 
future. I don't know the truth of that - 
maybe just soldier rumor mill. The bull-
pup design certainly has its advantages. 
In regards to some such as the Steyr 
AUG, the manufacturer needs to modify 
it a bit with standard rail systems to al-
low for attachments and a choice of op-
tics. For those who really need to short-
en the M4 length, there is always the op-
tion of the "shorty" barrels a lot of SOF 
guys like to use. Good for MOUT, but 
obvious a little less on the max effective 
range in long engagements. But, if you 
know the ballistics of your rifle you can 
always engage effectively with your wea-
pon - whatever it is. An M4 can hit man-
sized targets consistently 500 - 600 me-
ters if you know how to judge the winds. 
It just takes practice.‖ 
 

(Response) ―About ten years ago the 
Brits wanted to improve the reliability of 
the SA-80 5.56mm standard issue 
shoulder arm. The German arms design 
and manufacturing company Heckler 
and Koch was employed and reportedly 
did a good job. It is likely that Brit sol-
diers in Afghanistan have been issued 
the upgraded SA-80. So their com-
plaints could be instance of poor reputa-
tion following like a bad smell regardless 
of improvement, or the improvement 
was inadequate. SA-80 has been in ser-
vice for several decades and perception - 
even if misguided - counts for a lot, so 
Brit Army may have decided to succeed 
the SA-80 with a weapon that is clearly 
better. That weapon could be the M4. 
But the M4 operates with direct gas 

http://council.smallwarsjournal.com/showpost.php?p=119917&postcount=606
http://council.smallwarsjournal.com/showpost.php?p=116929&postcount=907
http://council.smallwarsjournal.com/showpost.php?p=116929&postcount=907
http://council.smallwarsjournal.com/showpost.php?p=116966&postcount=910
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which also smells. Successor for the SA-
80 is more likely to be the FN Mk16 or 
the HK416 as both have gas piston oper-
ation. Externally the HK416 resembles 
the M4 so that is a possible source of 
confusion. The F88 AUG currently pro-
duced by ADI has Picatinny sight rail 
plus forward lower assembly with 
handgrip or 40mm grenade launcher 
plus side rails for laser designa-
tor/pointer, taclight, etc. For operation 
in Afghanistan and elsewhere the F88 
carries many different combinations of 
reflex, and variable magnification day 
and night sights. The particular combi-
nation can be partly a user choice. For 
rifle shooting at 500m and beyond it 
would be preferable to use a 7.62mm big 
brother such as the fwd-mag FN Mk17 
or HK417. FN and H&K each seem to 
have plenty of corporate energy, so 
hopefully and before long it will be poss-
ible to use a bullpup relative of the Mk17 
or HK417.‖ 
 

Stuxnet: Target Bushehr? ―Stuxnet 
lacked, as can be seen readily by some of 
the results of the HBGary debacle, 
what's known as 'anti-reverse' code. 
Meaning it didn't have any provisions to 
protect it against decompilation or re-
verse engineering. Which considering 
everything else it was doing was some-
thing of a serious oversight. It had 
somewhat obscure, but still present 
pointers that have caused some attempts 
at attribution in the code. That if it was 
intentionally diversionary was a good 
idea. If it wasn't a diversion, well ob-
viously in that case it's clear it was a re-
ally bad idea. Strategically there are 
some different things I probably would 
have done that the authors didn't do. On 
the other hand, it did some really slick 
things too, and interestingly enough the 
stuff that's interesting are attributes that 
aren't of any great use to the criminal 

malware community, and granted it's 
something of an idiot filled sewer, but 
not completely either. If that was the 
case no one would need AV software an-
ymore.‖ 

 

 
 

 

 
Bravo Zulu to USNI Blog 

 

2011 Best U.S. Navy Blog 
5th Annual MILBloggies 

 
 

 
Starbuck and Zenpundit: 
Recommended Reading 
 
Welcome to ―Recommended Reading‖ 
where Crispin Burke (Starbuck) and 
Mark Safranski (Zenpundit) offer SWJ 
readers intriguing links from the pre-
vious month in a tidy digest format. 
 

Insurgent Consciousness (Alex Olesker): 
Jihadist Rap and Counterinsurgent 
Poems - Cultural adaptation by al Qaida 
and radical Islamists and their implica-
tions. 
 

Milpub (Seydlitz89): Erwin Rommel's 
First Offensive In North Africa - A very 
different Libyan campaign. 
 

Best Defense (Tom Ricks): Dempsey: 
Here is Who I Am, Okay? - The new 
CSA, English major and avowed Power-
Point hater, for starters. 
 

http://council.smallwarsjournal.com/showpost.php?p=115774&postcount=30
http://blog.usni.org/
http://milblogconference.milblogging.com/675/milbloggies-winners-announced/
http://wingsoveriraq.com/
http://zenpundit.com/
http://insurgentconsciousness.typepad.com/insurgent_consciousness/2011/04/jihadist-rap-and-counter-insurgent-poems.html
http://insurgentconsciousness.typepad.com/insurgent_consciousness/2011/04/jihadist-rap-and-counter-insurgent-poems.html
http://milpubblog.blogspot.com/2011/04/erwin-rommels-first-offensive-in-north.html
http://milpubblog.blogspot.com/2011/04/erwin-rommels-first-offensive-in-north.html
http://ricks.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/04/15/dempsey_here_is_who_i_am_okay
http://ricks.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/04/15/dempsey_here_is_who_i_am_okay
http://blog.usni.org/
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Defense-Aerospace (U.S. Army): Army 
Develops Smartphone Framework, Ap-
plications for the Front Lines - Wanna 
kill the Taliban?  There's an app for that! 
 

Maggie’s Farm (Bruce Kesler): Func-
tional analysis of President Obama‘s 
Foreign Policies - Kesler argues that Ob-
ama‘s foreign policy is a result of inter-
nalizing the worldview of Cold War Re-
visionist historians, an interesting take 
in light of the next link. 
 

Democracy Journal (Anatol Lieven): 
Strength Through Restraint - Lieven 
calls for a deliberate reduction of Ameri-
can power in a review of Charles Kup-
chan‘s How Enemies Become Friends. 

Fast Company (Neal Ungerleider): 
Counterterrorism Software Helps Cops 
Shine Light Into Terrorism's Dark Cor-
ners  - An impressive open source fusion 
data base tools. 
 

Popular Science (Clay Dillow): 2020 
Vision: A Look Forward to the Promises 
of A Truly Amazing Year - Futurism of 
synthetic brains, asteroid mining and 
decent looking augmented reality 
glasses. 
 

Abu Muqawama (Erin Simpson): Rules 
for Using Statistics Outside of Baseball - 
Take this in conjunction with last year's 
discussion on metrics at SWJ. 
 

Iron Dice (Iron Captain): Recent Bri-
gade Commander Fails Have the CSA‘s 

Attention - General Dempsey promises 
action to curb leadership failures. 
 

Washington Post (Greg Jaffe): How the 
US Military Fell in Love With ―Three 
Cups of Tea‖ - Much of the military‘s be-
lief in tea culture can be traced back to 
Greg Mortenson and his memoir. Also 
see related comments posted at SWJ. 
 

Small Wars Journal (David Ucko): 
Counterinsurgency and its Discontents - 
The value of retaining counterinsurgen-
cy as a concept, along with its associated 
principles and theory. 
 

Wings over Iraq (Adam Elkus): Magic 
Bullets and Charity - It‘s time to apply 
some of the same critiques of COIN and 
military operations to soft power. Build-
ing schools does not change the nature 
of power politics or negate the funda-
mentally political reason that drives 
conflict. 
 

Jamestown Foundation (Roger 
McDermott): Russia‘s ―Spineless‖ Army: 
Paper Sergeants - The NCO cadre has 
effectively ceased to exist in Russia, and 
the latest efforts to address this crucial 
issue have been encased in another ex-
periment. 
 

Line of Departure (Carl Prine): Rolling 
Porn - Rolling Stone’s ―Kill Team‖ 
wasn‘t journalistic poison, like Hastings‘ 
latest story ―Another Runaway General: 
Army Deploys Psy-Ops on U.S. Sena-
tors‖ which was lamentably horrible, but 
it also wasn‘t very well written, re-
searched or edited, which is a shame be-
cause most of the facts it details are true. 
 

Foreign Policy (Stephen Walt): Top Five 
Reasons We Keep Fighting All These 
Wars - It remains to be seen whether 
this latest lurch into war will pay off or 
not, and whether the United States and 
its allies will have saved lives or squan-

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0199737495?ie=UTF8&tag=smallwarsjour-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=1789&creativeASIN=0199737495
http://www.defense-aerospace.com/articles-view/release/3/124791/us-army-develops-smartphone-applications-for-front-lines.html
http://www.defense-aerospace.com/articles-view/release/3/124791/us-army-develops-smartphone-applications-for-front-lines.html
http://www.defense-aerospace.com/articles-view/release/3/124791/us-army-develops-smartphone-applications-for-front-lines.html
http://maggiesfarm.anotherdotcom.com/archives/17046-Functional-Analysis-of-President-Obamas-Foreign-Policies.html
http://maggiesfarm.anotherdotcom.com/archives/17046-Functional-Analysis-of-President-Obamas-Foreign-Policies.html
http://maggiesfarm.anotherdotcom.com/archives/17046-Functional-Analysis-of-President-Obamas-Foreign-Policies.html
http://www.democracyjournal.org/20/strength-through-restraint.php
http://www.fastcompany.com/1750138/law-enforcement-embracing-open-source-intelligence-for-counterterrorism
http://www.fastcompany.com/1750138/law-enforcement-embracing-open-source-intelligence-for-counterterrorism
http://www.fastcompany.com/1750138/law-enforcement-embracing-open-source-intelligence-for-counterterrorism
http://www.popsci.com/technology/article/2011-04/2020-possibly-going-be-one-seriously-awesome-year
http://www.popsci.com/technology/article/2011-04/2020-possibly-going-be-one-seriously-awesome-year
http://www.popsci.com/technology/article/2011-04/2020-possibly-going-be-one-seriously-awesome-year
http://www.cnas.org/blogs/abumuqawama/2011/04/guest-post-rules-using-statistics-outside-baseball.html
http://www.cnas.org/blogs/abumuqawama/2011/04/guest-post-rules-using-statistics-outside-baseball.html
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2010/02/coin-metrics-what-not-to-measu/
http://irondice.wordpress.com/2011/04/18/a-crisis-in-army-leadership-recent-brigade-commander-fails-have-the-csas-attention/
http://irondice.wordpress.com/2011/04/18/a-crisis-in-army-leadership-recent-brigade-commander-fails-have-the-csas-attention/
http://irondice.wordpress.com/2011/04/18/a-crisis-in-army-leadership-recent-brigade-commander-fails-have-the-csas-attention/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-the-us-military-fell-in-love-with-three-cups-of-tea/2011/04/20/AFWqYaJE_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-the-us-military-fell-in-love-with-three-cups-of-tea/2011/04/20/AFWqYaJE_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-the-us-military-fell-in-love-with-three-cups-of-tea/2011/04/20/AFWqYaJE_story.html
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/why-you-should-not-let-the-gre/
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/counterinsurgency-and-its-disc/
http://wingsoveriraq.com/2011/04/19/magic-bullets-and-charity/
http://wingsoveriraq.com/2011/04/19/magic-bullets-and-charity/
http://www.jamestown.org/single/?no_cache=1&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=37809&cHash=dcf919e6b6f077cfc42d1fcfec9bc750
http://www.jamestown.org/single/?no_cache=1&tx_ttnews%5Btt_news%5D=37809&cHash=dcf919e6b6f077cfc42d1fcfec9bc750
http://www.lineofdeparture.com/2011/03/30/rolling-porn/
http://www.lineofdeparture.com/2011/03/30/rolling-porn/
http://walt.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/04/03/top_five_reasons_we_keep_fighting_all_these_wars
http://walt.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/04/03/top_five_reasons_we_keep_fighting_all_these_wars
http://walt.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2011/04/03/top_five_reasons_we_keep_fighting_all_these_wars
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dered them. But the real question we 
should be asking is: Why does this keep 
happening? 
 

New York Times (Ben Brantley): Tale of 
the Iraq War, Still Resonating - The 
touring production of ―Black Watch,‖ a 
group portrait of Scottish soldiers in 
Iraq that was first seen here in 2007, 
still feels as fresh and raw as the recruits 
portrayed by its young, open-faced new 
cast members. These lads of the Black 
Watch, a centuries-old regiment of the 
Scottish Highlands, are as spontaneous-
ly foul-mouthed, exuberant, angry and 
frightened as they were four years ago. 
 

Huffington Post (Adam Elkus): The 
Flexibility of Conventional Warfare - 
There are basically two "ideal" types of 
military operations - irregular warfare 
fought by guerrillas and terrorists on the 
small-unit level and regular force-on-
force engagement drawing on the em-
ployment of combined arms. Because 
these are ideal types, most wars are a 
mixture of the two. 
 

Wall Street Journal (David Mamet): 
Looking at War from Many Angles – 
Five best books, David Mamet looks at 
war. 
 

The Atlantic (Diana Wueger): The 
Global Risk of Arming Libya‘s Rebels - 
Flooding the country with guns could set 
off an unpredictable and dangerous 
chain of events. We've seen it happen 
before. 
 

The Offshore Balancer (Patrick Porter): 
Intervention vs. Counter Proliferation - 
Reading Obama’s Wars overnight, it is 
striking that when they considered a 
new strategy in the Af-Pak region, Ob-
ama‘s advisors briefly speculated on 
whether an invasion of Pakistan was 
conceivable, against a client state play-
ing a double game in support of Ameri-

can and anti-American interests. They 
dismissed it quickly: on the basis that 
Pakistan is a nuclear state. Deterrence, it 
seems, can take effect. 
 

Thinking Strategically (Aaron Ellis): 
Failed States and Their Threat to Our 
Country - The conventional wisdom that 
failed states are ideal homes for interna-
tional terrorism is not true, and the so-
lution is not a quasi-military one, as Da-
vid Cameron believes, but a diplomatic 
one. 
 

Foreign Affairs (Nassim Teleb): The 
Black Swan of Cairo - The upheavals in 
the Middle East have much in common 
with the recent global financial crisis: 
both were plausible worst-case scenarios 
whose probability was dramatically un-
derestimated. When policymakers try to 
suppress economic or political volatility, 
they only increase the risk of blowups. 
 

 

Contact SWJ at  

advertise@smallwarsjournal.com 
 

Professional Reading 
 

Great Small Wars-related articles and 
talented authors are not limited to SWJ.  
Here are some recent (or recently caught 
our eye) items of interest from national 
defense related journals and magazines. 
 
Counterinsurgency and Its Discontents: 
Assessing the Value of a Divisive Con-
cept (April) by David Ucko, Stiftung 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/23/theater/black-watch-at-st-anns-warehouse.html?adxnnl=1&ref=arts&adxnnlx=1303629755-2RdA+A4YLuniNxaFgabz9A
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/23/theater/black-watch-at-st-anns-warehouse.html?adxnnl=1&ref=arts&adxnnlx=1303629755-2RdA+A4YLuniNxaFgabz9A
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/adam-elkus/the-flexibility-of-conven_b_846362.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/adam-elkus/the-flexibility-of-conven_b_846362.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704529204576256922657278808.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2011/04/the-global-risk-of-arming-libyas-rebels/236994/
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2011/04/the-global-risk-of-arming-libyas-rebels/236994/
http://offshorebalancer.wordpress.com/2011/04/10/intervention-vs-counter-proliferation/
http://thinkstrat.wordpress.com/2011/04/21/failed-states-and-their-threat-to-our-country/
http://thinkstrat.wordpress.com/2011/04/21/failed-states-and-their-threat-to-our-country/
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/67741/nassim-nicholas-taleb-and-mark-blyth/the-black-swan-of-cairo?cid=rss-rss_xml-the_black_swan_of_cairo-000000
mailto:advertise@smallwarsjournal.com
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/counterinsurgency-and-its-disc/#c019133
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/counterinsurgency-and-its-disc/#c019133
http://smallwarsjournal.com/blog/2011/04/counterinsurgency-and-its-disc/#c019133
mailto:advertise@smallwarsjournal.com
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Wissenschaft und Politik. Dr. Ucko‘s ar-
ticle examines the value of retaining 
counterinsurgency as a concept, along 
with its associated principles and theory. 
Much depends on what is expected from 
this term, which lacks both definition 
and clear substance. Counterinsurgency 
provides neither a strategy for military 
intervention nor a campaign plan for 
deployed soldiers and will fail if mista-
ken for more than what it is. Counterin-
surgency does offer a collection of in-
sights, which, if used in a manner sensi-
tive to local context, can help in the 
design and execution of expeditionary 
campaigns. 
 

An Evaluation of Counterinsurgency as 
a Strategy for Fighting the Long War 
(21 March) by Lieutenant Colonel Bau-
cum Fulk, U.S. Army War College Stra-
tegic Studies Institute Letort Papers. 
LTC Fulk argues that The Long War is 
anticipated to continue for decades, 
perhaps generations. Thus, it is impera-
tive to select the best strategy or strate-
gies for employing military forces. Based 
on historical lessons in combating ter-
rorism, the best strategy is efficient and 
sustainable and avoids overreacting, act-
ing incompetently, or appearing to be 
either over reactive or incompetent. 
 

A Long-Term Counterinsurgency Strat-
egy (Autumn 2010) by John James Pat-
terson VI, Parameters.  Commander 
Patterson addresses the global demands 
of US interests on the military in the 
―Long War‖ and the distinct possibility 
that those demands may exceed the 
means available, particularly amid the 
likelihood of shrinking defense budgets 
resulting from continued economic 
strain. He maintains that the SOF-
airpower team provides a uniquely high 
level of strategic return on investment 
across the spectrum of irregular warfare 

which remains unrivaled within the mil-
itary element of national power. 
 

The Way Out of Afghanistan (March-
April) by Bing West, Military Review. 
Bing West argues that Afghanistan was 
the wrong war for the counterinsurgency 
strategy. Our troops are not the Peace 
Corps; they are fighters. Let them fight, 
and let the Taliban fear. 
 

"Monetary Ammunition" in a Counte-
rinsurgency (Autumn 2010) by Seth 
Bodnar and Jeremy Gwinn, Parameters. 
Majors Bodnar and Gwinn maintain that 
while billions of economic aid dollars 
have been spent in support of US opera-
tions in volatile regions around the 
world, there is little understanding of 
the effectiveness of this spending or how 
best to employ this important resource. 
Anecdotal evidence abounds, but it is 
still very difficult to say with any confi-
dence what actually works. At best, this 
state of affairs wastes vast sums of mon-
ey for little purpose; at worst, it can be 
an unintended boon to our enemies. 
 

Message to the Next SecDef (April) by 
Joseph J. Collins, Armed Forces Jour-
nal. COL (Ret.) Collins writes that some 
capabilities need to be nurtured and 
protected. Gates has lauded one such 
capability — the provision of advisers 
and security assistance. Counterinsur-
gency (COIN) will continue to be an im-
portant mission, but expeditionary force 
COIN will be the exception, and ―COIN 
Lite‖ the rule. Helping others help 
themselves might prevent a larger con-
flict. It also avoids wear and tear on our 
forces and makes sense operationally. 
Armies of Western soldiers cannot de-
feat an insurgency; ultimately, local 
forces have to do it. The provision of 
thousands of advisers worldwide will be 
an important mission for special opera-
tions and general purpose forces. 

http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/pubs/display.cfm?PubID=1052
http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/pubs/display.cfm?PubID=1052
http://www.carlisle.army.mil/usawc/Parameters/Articles/2010autumn/Patterson.pdf
http://www.carlisle.army.mil/usawc/Parameters/Articles/2010autumn/Patterson.pdf
http://usacac.army.mil/CAC2/MilitaryReview/Archives/English/MilitaryReview_20110430_art014.pdf
http://www.carlisle.army.mil/usawc/Parameters/Articles/2010autumn/Bodnar_Gwinn.pdf
http://www.carlisle.army.mil/usawc/Parameters/Articles/2010autumn/Bodnar_Gwinn.pdf
http://www.armedforcesjournal.com/2011/04/5923767
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The Insurgent’s Response to the Defense 
of Cities (Autumn 2010) by Eric Jardine, 
Parameters. Dr. Jardine writes that a 
significant and recurring feature of 
most, if not all, counterinsurgency cam-
paigns is that the forces of counterinsur-
gency begin their efforts in the major 
cities of a contested country. Ideally, 
once effective control within these urban 
centers is achieved, the forces of the 
counterinsurgency then work outward 
from these islands of geographic isola-
tion in an effort to establish political and 
administrative control over the rural 
countryside. 
 

Hunt to Kill (March) by A.E. Stahl, 
Armed Forces Journal. The author 
maintains that ―targeted warfare‖ has a 
legitimate place on the irregular battle-
field. In increasingly complicated securi-
ty dilemmas, some states are finally and 
overtly coming to grips with the reality 
that blunt military responses are the 
path to progress. The engagement in an 
attempted ―kinder, gentler war‖ to quell 
severe and irregular warfare is simply 
not working, nor should it have ever 
been expected to work in places such as 
Afghanistan. 
 

Military Theory, Strategy, and Praxis 
(March-April) by Jacob W. Kipp and 
Lester W. Grau, Military Review. Dr. 
Kipp and LTC Grau write that strategy 
today is not what it was during the Cold 
War or even during World War II. There 
is a radical difference between strategy 
formulated to fight conventional wars 
and deter nuclear wars and that neces-
sary to conduct armed struggle in the 
post-modern world. The state no longer 
defines the nature of the conflict in the 
latter case. In regards to South Asia they 
argue that one should not confuse arti-
culating a strategy with predicting the 
course and outcome of the conflict. 
There are too many variables beyond the 

power of even the United States to con-
trol. In the final analysis, the peoples of 
Afghanistan and Pakistan will determine 
the outcome of the conflict. 

An Excerpt from "The Wrong War" 
(April) by Bing West, Marine Corps Ga-
zette. Excerpt from Bing West‘s latest 
book The Wrong War: Grit, Strategy 
and the Way Out of Afghanistan. Mr. 
West maintains that Afghanistan was 
the wrong war for our strategy of bene-
volent counterinsurgency. Our strategy 
has been to give money and some pro-
tection to the Pashtun tribes in order to 
win over their hearts and minds. In re-
turn, the Pashtuns were expected to 
stand against the Taliban who were, in 
fact, their stronger relatives. This strate-
gy has failed. The Pashtuns have not re-
jected the Taliban. 

Lost in Libya: The U.K. Does Not Un-
derstand Strategy (April 2011) by Pa-
trick Porter, Infinity Journal (free regis-
tration required). Dr. Porter writes that 
the limited war of 2011 would refuse to 
be quarantined. After all other options 
were exhausted, it could culminate in a 
land war against Tripoli. Distressingly, 
we would shoulder the burden of invad-
ing, pacifying and administering this 
country. Occupation would probably 
lead to resistance – and Libya propelled 
more foreign-born jihadi volunteers into 
Iraq than any other nation. A new front 
in the War on Terror would open up. 
Idealists now calling for humanitarian 
rescue would discover that all along they 
opposed Western imperial hubris. 
 
Human Security in Complex Operations 
(March) by Mary Kaldor, Prism. Profes-
sor Kaldor writes that human security 
has a multifaceted definition which in-
cludes the security of individuals rather 
than states; security from both violence 

http://www.carlisle.army.mil/usawc/Parameters/Articles/2010autumn/Jardine.pdf
http://www.carlisle.army.mil/usawc/Parameters/Articles/2010autumn/Jardine.pdf
http://www.armedforcesjournal.com/2011/02/5102240/
http://usacac.army.mil/CAC2/MilitaryReview/Archives/English/MilitaryReview_20110430_art005.pdf
http://www.mca-marines.org/gazette/bookreview/excerpt-wrong-war
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1400068738?ie=UTF8&tag=smallwarsjour-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=1789&creativeASIN=1400068738
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1400068738?ie=UTF8&tag=smallwarsjour-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=1789&creativeASIN=1400068738
http://www.infinityjournal.com/article/15/Lost_in_Libya_The_UK_does_not_understand_strategy
http://www.infinityjournal.com/article/15/Lost_in_Libya_The_UK_does_not_understand_strategy
http://www.ndu.edu/press/human-security-complex-operations.html#Kaldor
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and economic and environmental 
threats; and security that is established 
through law rather than through war. It 
is a concept that can facilitate both the 
way one understands complex opera-
tions and how one designs the toolkit for 
addressing these risks and dangers. Al-
though related and overlapping, human 
security is distinct from counterinsur-
gency. 

Greater Than the Sum of Its Parts: 
Putting the Inter into the Interagency 
(March) by Eric A. Jorgensen, Prism. 
Col Jorgensen writes that genuine inte-
ragency coordination and collaboration 
remain merely aspirational. In order to 
achieve true interagency coordination 
and collaboration, horizontal and vertic-
al reorganization of the executive branch 
is needed. Such horizontal reorganiza-
tion would align departmental and 
agency expert areas and integrate re-
gional responsibilities. 

Interagency National Security Teams: 
Can Social Science Contribute? (March) 
by James Douglas Orton with Christo-
pher J. Lamb, Prism. Dr. Orton and Dr. 
Lamb maintain that social science can 
serve national security practitioners by 
providing insights on best practices for 
interagency teams. The interagency 
team approach is an increasingly fre-
quent recommendation for solving the 
much lamented problem of inadequate 
coordination and collaboration for na-
tional security. Historical examples indi-
cate interagency teams can indeed be 
highly effective, but recent research at 
NDU also suggests that interagency 
team effectiveness is not widespread, 
easily replicated, or well understood. 

Undermanned, Overwhelmed (March) 
by Dan Green, Armed Forces Journal. 
The author writes that much of our ap-

proach to stability operations has been 
about doing what our bureaucracies are 
comfortable with rather than dealing 
with the problem of insurgency on its 
own terms. A significant portion of our 
approach is capital-centric, biased to-
ward formal government institutions, 
focused on long-term development ver-
sus stabilization and imperfectly part-
nered with the U.S. military. In the face 
of an opponent that blends civil and mil-
itary approaches seamlessly, is strongest 
in the countryside, has a nuanced en-
gagement strategy with the local popula-
tion, and has no manpower shortage, we 
shouldn‘t be surprised at the problems. 
 
The Comprehensive Approach in Afg-
hanistan (March) by James G. Stavridis, 
Prism. Admiral Stavridis writes that 
counterinsurgency has always required a 
holistic or comprehensive approach of 
one form or another. At the global level, 
the comprehensive approach articulates 
the connections of the full spectrum of 
complexity of operations, from security 
through rule of law and governance to 
humanitarianism, and describes the 
most appropriate roles for soldiers and 
civilians. At the national level, it is an 
approach that conceptualizes the inte-
raction among security forces, the rest of 
government, and civil society. Yet, the 
realization of the comprehensive ap-
proach internationally and in the host 
country remains problematic. 
 

Rethinking the Fundamentals of State-
building (March) by Roger B. Myerson, 
Prism. Dr. Myerson writes that success-
ful stabilization depends on the new re-
gime developing a political network that 
distributes power and patronage 
throughout the nation, whether the 
power network manifests in democratic 
form, feudal form, or colonial form. In a 
decentralized regime, local leaders 
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throughout the nation can compete for a 
share of power even if they are not affi-
liated with the faction that controls na-
tional power at the center. Thus, a de-
centralized system can create a broad 
class of local leaders in all communities 
who have a positive expected stake in 
defending the new political system. Yet 
the leading collaborators of a stabiliza-
tion operation may endorse a system of 
narrow political centralization. Paradox-
ically, for the sake of expediency and 
convenience, such centralization may 
initially be welcomed by foreign inter-
veners, although it may itself be destabi-
lizing. Planning for a successful state-
building stability mission requires a 
more expansive perspective and an un-
derstanding of the stability impact of the 
constitutional distribution of power. 

 
Kindle 3G Wireless 
Reading Device 
 
Free 3G + Wi-Fi, 3G 
Works Globally, Gra-
phite, 6" Display with 
New E Ink Pearl Tech-
nology. Click through the 
image or link to purchase 
AND support SWJ. 

 
 

Airpower in Counterinsurgency and 
Stability Operations (March) by Norton 
A. Schwartz, Prism. General Schwartz 
writes that since the dawn of aviation, 
airpower has played an important role in 
counterinsurgency operations. This has 
been especially true as the security sit-
uations in Iraq and Afghanistan have 
deteriorated. While ground forces 
learned to reapply old lessons to a new 
environment, air support was reshaped 
to provide an asymmetric advantage. 
The capabilities that were developed 
have become indispensible for conduct-
ing a modern counterinsurgency effort. 
The proliferation of anti-access and area 

denial capabilities along with long-range 
precision weaponry will result in greater 
challenges for all military operations, 
even COIN. Airpower will continue to 
provide critical support and must inte-
grate lessons from operations in Afgha-
nistan and Iraq. 
 

SWJ Interviews 
 

Recent Small Wars Journal interviews 
with links: 
 

Interview with Dr. David Kilcullen (7 
November) by Octavian Manea. The 
counterinsurgency founding fathers of 
the ‗50s and ‗60s are still relevant, but 
the practice in the field has moved on 
significantly in the last 5 years. 
 

Interview with Colonel Peter Mansoor (9 
November) by Octavian Manea. Local 
relationships are really the key in win-
ning a counterinsurgency. 
 

Interview with Dr. John Nagl (11 No-
vember) by Octavian Manea. Counterin-
surgencies are after all learning compe-
titions. 
 

Interview with Dr. David Ucko (14 No-
vember) by Octavian Manea. The con-
ceptual and institutional advances with-
in the U.S. military since Iraq are the 
product of a whole counterinsurgency 
community. 
 

Counterinsurgency Insights with Tom 
Ricks (17 November) by Octavian Ma-
nea. The U.S. Army organizational cul-
ture before emphasis on counterinsur-
gency. 
 

Interview with Brigadier General (ret) 
Dr. Klaus Wittmann (18 November) by 
Octavian Manea. A new NATO social 
contract. 
 

Interview with Colonel Gian Gentile (14 
December) by Octavian Manea. Think-
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ing critically about counterinsurgency 
and creatively about strategy and war. 
 

Interview with Colonel Alexander Alder-
son (26 January) by Octavian Manea. 
Counterinsurgency as a whole of gov-
ernment approach: Notes on the British 
Army Field Manual Weltanschauung. 
 

Interview with Jeffrey Dressler (1 Feb-
ruary) by Octavian Manea. An interim 
assessment on the campaign for regain-
ing the momentum in Helmand Prov-
ince, Afghanistan. 
 

Interview with Karl Hack (11 February) 
by Octavian Manea. Setting the record 
straight on Malayan counterinsurgency 
strategy. 
 

Interview with Bing West (21 February) 
by Michael Few. The wrong war; grit, 
strategy, and the way out of Afghanistan. 
 

Interview with Etienne de Durand (3 
March) by Octavian Manea. Reflections 
on the French school of counter-
rebellion. 

Interview with General Jack Keane (5 
April) by Octavian Manea. Continuation 
of Octavian Manea‘s interview series at 
SWJ. General Keane discusses the phi-
losophy behind the Iraq ―surge‖ and 
other issues associated with conducting 
a successful counterinsurgency cam-
paign. 

Interviews with Professor Theo Farrell 
and Major General Nick Carter (14 
April) by Octavian Manea. The Battle for 
Helmand: Observations and lessons 
from the field. 
 
 

 
 

The Wrong War: Grit, Strategy and the 
Way Out of Afghanistan 

By Bing West 

 
SWJ Book Reviews 
 

Wrong War, Wrong Policy, or 
Wrong Tactics? 
 

Review by F. G. Hoffman 
 

Bing West, The Wrong War, Grit, Strat-
egy, and the Way Out of Afghanistan, 
New York: Random House, 2011, 307 
pg, $27.95. (maps and photographs) 
 

The Long War against extremism has 
spawned an explosion in books on global 
terrorism and America‘s interventions in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.  While Operation 
Enduring Freedom was the first coun-
ter-blow, following quickly on the heels 
of 9/11, it has not garnered as much at-
tention as the larger Iraqi conflict.  In 
contrast, the protracted contest in Me-
sopotamia generated George Packer‘s 
Assassin’s Gate, Tom Ricks‘ superlative 
Fiasco and The Gamble, and Linda Ro-
binson‘s Tell Me How This Ends among 
others. 
 

Afghanistan has produced some notable 
exceptions.  Sean Naylor‘s Not a Good 
Day to Die topped the field until Sebas-
tian Junger‘s War was issued last year.  
The former was an operational history of 
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the ferocious fight against Al Qaeda in 
the Shahikot Valley during Operation 
Anaconda in March 2002.  Junger‘s mi-
cro-epic focused more narrowly on a 
small unit over a longer period of time in 
2008 in the Korengal Valley. 
 

The imbalance in our bookshelves is 
starting to become rectified, and Bing 
West‘s latest book tops the list.  Mr. 
West, a former Marine, Pentagon policy 
official and noted author, brings much 
insight and no small amount of prior 
experience to this particular subject.  
During the Vietnam War, he had the op-
portunity to closely examine creative 
approaches and political complications 
of modern conflict.  His first book, the 
renowned The Village, captured the 
complexity of American efforts to pro-
vide local security assistance to a foreign 
population beleaguered by a fierce con-
flict. 
 

West strapped on his armor once again 
decades later in The March Up, co-
authored with Marine Major General 
Ray Smith.   This offered a close up ac-
count of modern ground fighting with 
the 1st Marine Division during its rapid 
drive to Baghdad from 20 March to 10 
April 2003.   West surpassed it with No 
True Glory, a magisterial depiction of 
Operations Vigilant Resolve and Phan-
tom Fury, the 1st Marine Division‘s two 
thrusts into the dangerous streets of Fal-
lujah. 
 

As in all his works, Mr. West brings an 
experienced military eye to his project.  
He captures the military viewpoint ex-
tremely well, both in terms of the nature 
of the terrain and the character of the 
fighting.  I don‘t think anyone else has 
truly captured the day-to-day life of the 
infantryman (Marine or Army) since 
James Webb, another Vietnam grunt.  
There is probably no better chronicler of 

a grunt‘s perspective of combat today.  
His writing is so vivid, one almost feels 
the heavy packs cutting deeper into the 
shoulder, smells the sweat in soiled Un-
der Armor T shirts, and the lingering 
cordite in the air after each contact.  The 
Wrong War complements West‘s superb 
narrative with equally excellent maps, 
an all too rare necessity for truly com-
prehending the story. 
 

Simply, put, West‘s ability to capture the 
tactical context of battle and the human 
element is unsurpassed. There is some-
thing to be said for the maxim that war 
can only be best described by those who 
have borne witness to the face of war 
and fought themselves. 
 

While nine tenths of The Wrong War is 
a graphic narrative of patrols and daily 
military life in Afghanistan, West‘s cen-
tral theme is that American military 
forces are not fighting the war properly.  
To West the U.S. military is following 
academic theories about counterinsur-
gency, based on a doctrine that links op-
erational success to the constrained use 
of force and population security, 
coupled with development and assis-
tance.   To West this has sapped the 
martial spirit of our armed services, 
making them a ―gigantic Peace Corps‖ 
too involved with conducting shuras, 
sipping tea, and doling out dollars for 
local projects.  The notion that Afghanis-
tan can be won indirectly by winning 
over the neutral population is labeled a 
fantasy. 
 

Despite his own experiences in Vietnam, 
West finds modern COIN doctrine inco-
herent.  He correctly notes that FM 3-24 
has shortfalls, particularly in its treat-
ment of religion.  To West, COIN doc-
trine fails to cover relevant circums-
tances found in today‘s theater, namely 
a government lacking legitimacy or 
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competence, and insurgents that enjoy 
external support and nearby sanctuary.  
These are not immaterial conditions, but 
they are quite normal for modern insur-
gencies.  They complicate the applica-
tion of sound COIN tactics and extend 
the length of insurgencies, but nonethe-
less they don‘t invalidate best practices.   
Admittedly, we need a broader range of 
operational approaches for modern 
COIN, but FM 3-24 is simply doctrine 
not a cookbook.  It requires professional 
judgment in application, and American 
generals in Afghanistan have not been 
lacking when it comes to creative tech-
niques or the measured use of violence. 
West makes existing US COIN doctrine 
into a caricature, ―benevolent nation 
building‖ and ―political drivel.‖  The 
doctrine has its detractors, but few offer 
a cogent counter argument or an alter-
native doctrine.  The COIN doctrine 
does not eliminate the need for force to 
―clear‖ enemy forces from population 
areas, quite the contrary.  As the manual 
clearly notes, ―killing or capturing insur-
gents will be necessary, especially when 
an insurgency is based in religious or 
ideological extremism.‖ (p. 1-23) 
 

Many insurgents were killed in Iraq in 
2007 pursuant to the ―surge‖ there, and 
many Taliban leaders and cadres have 
been targeted in Helmand and inside 
Pakistan.  Good COIN doesn‘t eliminate 
the need to ―neutralize the enemy,‖ 
which Bing West properly calls the US 
military‘s core competency.  However, 
the application of violence has to serve a 
large political objective and context, de-
spite the U.S. military‘s strong predispo-
sition to think and act tactically.  Fight-
ing and winning tactical battles was too 
often the problem in Vietnam, where we 
won almost all the actions.  Despite the 
handicaps Mr. West aptly captures and 
the evident frustrations it creates, the 

solution is not to be found in sweeps, 
kinetic surges, or massive bombings.  
Many observers find concrete signs of 
success in recent operations in places 
like Marja and Sagin, and those opera-
tions fit within our current COIN doc-
trine even if they focus more on influen-
cing the hearts and minds of the oppo-
nent instead of the civilian population.  
As Nate Fick and John Nagl of the Cen-
ter for a New American Security, both 
veterans of the long war, recently wrote 
on the progress being made in the 
southern provinces: 
 

The United States certainly can‘t 
kill its way to victory, as it 
learned in Vietnam and Iraq, 
but it can put enough pressure 
on many Taliban fighters to en-
courage them to switch their al-
legiance, depriving the enemy of 
support and giving the coalition 
more sources of useful intelli-
gence. 

 

While Mr. West may find it to be a 
―theory that has enfeebled our warrior 
ethos,‖ one has to conveniently overlook 
that progress in Helmand where aggres-
sive patrolling, population security and 
local development projects are slowly 
degrading the Taliban.  The grit being 
displayed by Marines there offer a way 
out, ultimately, and one more consistent 
with the COIN manual than simply deal-
ing with the Taliban as a conventional 
adversary. 
 

Surely, historically speaking, revolts and 
insurgencies can and have been beaten 
with sheer force.  But I think Mr. West 
recognizes that neither ISAF nor the 
United States has the political will and 
resources to outfight the Taliban indefi-
nitely.  He recognizes that time is not on 
our side, that our efforts to bring about a 
less corrupt government depend on Mr. 
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Karzai and eliminating the opium trade, 
and that our development projects and 
cash created a sense of dependency or 
entitlement in Afghanistan.  His prefe-
rence for Afghanistan‘s fledgling forces 
bear the burden of their own defense has 
merit, but is it not a likely way to ensure 
U.S. core interests in the near term. 
 

West is perceptive enough to realize that 
the clock is running out on America‘s 
patience.  As this summer rolls around, 
and the 2012 Presidential election starts 
to heat up, the subject of our experiment 
in state-building in Afghanistan will be 
the central national security debate.  
Sustaining our forces there until 2014 is 
needed to bring about sustainable secu-
rity.  But many voters will find it hard to 
justify spending another $300 to 400B 
(borrowed to boot) to keep Hamid Kar-
zai‘s government in power and the Tali-
ban at bay.  The fragile state of our own 
economy makes it hard to sustain our 
commitment to a government in Kabul 
at the expense of Kalamazoo or Kansas 
City.  
 

This is a timely product with clear policy 
implications.  Thus, if you have not got-
ten a copy of this book yet, I would en-
courage you to do so immediately.  If 
you have it at the bottom of a stack by 
your bedside, put it at the top and start 
it today.  You won‘t regret it and I don‘t 
think you‘ll put it down either.   One can 
argue with Mr. West‘s solution as a way 
out, but his pessimism and assessment 
come honestly and from intimate con-
tact with the problem.   
 

Mr. Hoffman is a retired Marine Re-
servist and frequent contributor to 
Small Wars Journal. 
 

The Muslim Brotherhood: The Burden 
of Tradition by Alison Pargeter. Pub-
lished by Saqi Books, London. 300 pag-

es, 2010. Small Wars Journal review by 
Commander Youssef Aboul-Enein, MSC, 
USN. 
 

The Ayatollah’s Democracy: An Iranian 
Challenge by Hooman Majd. Published 
by W. W. Norton, New York. 2010, 282 
pages. Small Wars Journal Review by 
Commander Youssef Aboul-Enein, MSC, 
USN. 

How the Weak Win Wars: A Theory of 
Asymmetric Conflict by Ivan Arreguin-
Toft. Published by Cambridge University 
Press, New York. 250 pages. Small Wars 
Journal review by Timothy Richardson. 

US Civil-Military Relations After 9/11: 
Renegotiating the Civil-Military Bar-
gain by Mackubin Thomas Owens. Pub-
lished by Continuum Books, New York. 
211 pages. Small Wars Journal review 
by Frank Hoffman. 
 
Book Review: It Happened on the Way 
to War: A Marine's Path to Peace by 
Rye Barcott. Published by Bloomsbury 
USA, New York. 2011, 340 pages. Small 
Wars Journal review by Major Michael 
Few. 
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Small Wars-Related 
Events 
 

2 May: Field Report: The Fight to Se-
cure Helmand Province; United States 
Navy Memorial, Washington, DC. Spon-
sored by the Institute for the Study of 
War and the Marine Corps Association. 
ISW and MCA cordially invite you to a 
conversation with Major General Ri-
chard Mills, the Commanding General of 
I Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward) 
and ISW‘s President, Dr. Kimberly Ka-
gan. During their discussion, Major 
General Mills and Dr. Kagan will discuss 
counterinsurgency operations in Afgha-
nistan, and the recent successes and fu-
ture challenges in the coalition‘s fight to 
secure southern Afghanistan. No cost. 
 
8 - 10 May: Transforming Public Secu-
rity in the Americas; George Washington 
University, Washington, DC. Sponsored 
by the U.S. Army War College‘s Strategic 
Studies Institute, George Washington 
University, and others. The Western 
Hemisphere‘s experience shows that or-
ganized criminal networks, with their 
resilience and their ability to integrate 
domestic gangs and international syndi-
cates, pose a grave and multidimension-
al threat to social development and re-
gional stability. Governments can no 
longer treat this complex problem as a 
routine matter of domestic law enforce-
ment, private security, and border con-
trol. To regain effective sovereignty, 
governments will need to approach pub-
lic security by combining domestic and 
international elements in comprehen-
sive responses that match the strength 
of the threat. This conference explores 
ways to transform the character and ca-
pacity of public security by integrating 
non-coercive and coercive responses to 
adversaries and creating positive mo-
mentum. The session seeks to rethink 

how societies confront deteriorating se-
curity conditions and identify more ef-
fective practical domestic and sub re-
gional practices without creating fresh 
imbalances among military, police and 
civilian institutions. $ 
 

10 - 12 May: 2011 Joint Warfighting 
Conference and Exposition; Virginia 
Beach Convention Center, Virginia 
Beach, Virginia. Sponsored by the 
Armed Forces Communications and 
Electronics Association and the U.S. Na-
val Institute. The fifth annual Joint War-
fighting Conference offers an East Coast 
companion to the popular AFCEA-USNI 
West conference held each year in San 
Diego, CA.  This conference provides a 
premier venue for engaging the warriors 
and industry leaders who are shaping 
the nation‘s military strategies and war-
fighting platforms. $ (for meals only) 
 

23 - 25 May: 2nd Annual Irregular 
Warfare Summitt 2011; Key Bridge 
Marriott, Arlington, Virginia. Sponsored 
by the Institute for Defense and 
Government Advancement. IDGA‘s 2nd 
IW Summitt will present latest ad-
vancements for concepts, capabilities, 
requirements and lessons learned from 
recent Irregular Warfare efforts. This 
event will take a closer look at military 
strategies for irregular warfare including 
special operations forces, counter insur-
gency operations and complex environ-
ments. Due to increasing challenges, ac-
quisition decisions are currently being 
made, as well as new requirements for 
industry. $ 
 

26 May: International Day of United 
Nations Peacekeepers 8th Annual Con-
ference: Creating a Secure Foundation 
for the Peace-builders; Whitehall, Lon-
don, U.K. Sponsored by the Royal Unit-
ed Services Institute (RUSI). This an-
nual conference, jointly organized by the 
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United Nations Association, Westmin-
ster Branch and RUSI, and supported by 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 
has established itself as one of the U.K.'s 
most authoritative reviews of U.N. 
peacekeeping activities. $ 
 

1 - 2 June: RUSI Land Warfare Confe-
rence; Whitehall, London, U.K. Spon-
sored by the Royal United Services Insti-
tute (RUSI). The British Army faces a 
challenging period following the Strateg-
ic Defence and Security Review.  It is re-
quired to achieve success in Afghanistan 
while beginning to transform for future 
conflict, and must undertake both these 
tasks while managing a very difficult fi-
nancial situation.  Although its opera-
tions in Afghanistan are protected, post 
SDSR the Army arguably has less cer-
tainty about its force structures and ca-
pabilities than the Royal Navy and Royal 
Air Force. The Land Warfare Conference 
is therefore a timely opportunity to in-
fluence thinking and decisions.  It is the 
first public opportunity for RUSI and 
the Army to examine where land forces 
should be going following the Strategic 
Defence and Security Review by encour-
aging professional debate and discus-
sion within the land environment and 
with a wider Whitehall and international 
community. $ 
 

2 June: Center for a New American Se-
curity's (CNAS) Fifth Annual Confe-
rence; Willard InterContinental Hotel, 
1401 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Wash-
ington, D.C. Sponsored by the Center for 
a New American Security (CNAS). Reg-
istration information, the agenda and 
featured speakers will be available at the 
link soon. This year‘s conference will fo-
cus on how the United States can man-
age global risk and seize opportunities in 
a time of growing economic constraint. 
Featured topics include cyber security 
and Internet freedom, the rapidly evolv-

ing Middle East, a new phase of the war 
in Afghanistan, and cooperation and 
competition in the Asia-Pacific. No cost. 
 

8 - 9 June: Defence Information Supe-
riority 2011 - Information Superiority in 
an Age of Uncertainty; Whitehall, Lon-
don, U.K.  Sponsored by the Royal Unit-
ed Services Institute (RUSI). In an un-
certain security environment and at a 
time when opinion, news and informa-
tion is available globally in near real 
time, information superiority at the stra-
tegic, operational and tactical level re-
mains essential to the success of military 
operations and the political decision-
making process underpinning them. At 
the same time, financial constraints de-
mand that the Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) makes the most of existing in-
formation systems through application 
of best practice from allies, other gov-
ernment departments and industry 
while strategic partnerships will be es-
sential to maintaining the MoD's infor-
mation advantage. This conference, once 
again supported by the MoD, will bring 
together another senior panel of speak-
ers from MoD, Industry and allies to ad-
dress emerging trends and means to im-
prove the MoD's information manage-
ment and exploitation. $ 
 

1 - 4 August: Connections 2011; Na-
tional Defense University, Washington 
DC. 2011 is the 200th anniversary of 
modern wargaming. Sponsored by Na-
tional Defense University. In keeping 
with this anniversary the theme of Con-
nections 2011 is ―The Next 200 Years of 
Wargaming - Expanding Our Scope‖ For 
example, Connections 2011 will explore 
how wargaming can evolve to effectively 
explore; science and technology alterna-
tives, optimizing tooth and tail mix, or-
chestrating all of government responses. 
Connections 2011 will explore this 
theme through; keynotes, four panels, 
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three working groups, demos and a play 
test. Many believe the most valuable 
element of Connections is the chance to 
meet leaders from across the branches 
of wargaming. $ (for meals only). 
 

24 - 27 October: 16th Annual Expedi-
tionary Warfare Conference; Bay Point 
Marriott, Panama City Beach, Florida. 
Sponsored by the National Defense In-
dustrial Association. The conference ob-
jectives are to provide an opportunity 
for the services to present clear state-
ments of their requirements and intent 
to industry, service laboratories and 
other interested parties; an opportunity 
for frank dialogue between the military 
services, industry, and other attendees; 
and an atmosphere of trust and coopera-
tion that exists between the military ser-
vices and industry. 
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